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This collision occurred between Ruxted and Crowborough on the Tunbriuge \velrs-- 
Brighton branch of the J,ondon, Brighton, and South Coast liailway. The line betweran 
thcse two stations is a double one, and its direction is approximately north-east and ~rlt~tli- 
west, the down line (on which this collision took place) lying to the north-west. T l l ~  

point at  which the collision occurred was situated l mile 36 cha~ns  from Buxted Staticn 
and 3 miles 24 chains from Crowborough Station. 

The gradient for an engine approaching the scene of this accident from Crowbomu,ch 
is a slightly rising one for the first quarter of a mile after leaving that Station, but for t l io 
remaining three niiles it is a continuously falling one, varying from l in 92 to 1 in 75,  right 
up to the site of the collision. The line on the Crowborough side of the point where the  
collision took place is on a curve and it is in a cutting ; the driver of the light en,Rinc*, 
when apl~roaching the disabled train, could consequently only have obtained a view of it 
when he had reached a point situated slightly over 200 yards distant from it. 

There are t v o  viaducts on the line between Buxted and Crowborough ; one of thew, 
which is known as the Greenhurst Viaiuct, is situated a mile from Uuxted, and tllc~ 
disabled train had run over it before coming to rest ; the point at  which the engine cnmc 
to a stand and at which the collision occurred wa,s situated 704 yards beyond this via11rlr.t. 
r 7 Lhe second viaduct is situated between the site of the collision :~nd  Crowboroq-!l St:ltim, 
but its exact position is irnmaterinl to this Inquiry. At  a point situated 2 miles 10 chnitis 
to the north-east of the site of the collision there commences a tunnel, which is 46 chnirl~ 
in length. 

The Company's ltule as to the steps wliich sl~ould be taken under the circurnsta~~ct~.; 
which occurred on this occasion is to the following effect :- 

Rule 221 (g) ( L  IVhen a train is brought to a stand on any running line, owing t t r  

the failure of the engine, or from any other cause, and the guard lms gone to the rear 1 1 1  

protect it, it may be necessary for the engine coming to the assistance of the train, or Ihr 
the breakclown van train, to travel on the wrono. line from the signal-box in advance. In Q 
such a case the engine-driver of the disabled tram inust write out an authority (on Form 
U where in use), for the signalman at box in advance to allow the assistant engine, or tlic 
breakdonrn van tmin, to travel on the wrong line to the disabled train. ' h e  fireman 01' 
the disabled train must hand the written mthority to the signalman, and accompany tlir 
:~rsistant engine, or the breakdown van train, to his train, advising the engine-driver 
where, and under what circurnstances, the disabled train is situated, and the signalm:r~l 
must show the authority to the driver before allowing the assistant en@ne or breakdown 
van train to proceed on the wrong line. The engine-driver of the dmbled train, after 
wiring the orcler for the assistant engine or the breakdown van train to run c11 the wronc t! 
line, miist not :xllow his train to be moved until the assistant, engine of the breakdown 1.nn 
train a r r i ~  es, unles:, satisfactory arrmgements have been pre~~iously made to prevent tllc 
assistant engine or the breakdown van tr;lin from coniing on wrong line, and his firem:lu 
has returned and handed the ' wrong line ' order back to the engine-driver." 

Evidence. 

S. Smith, driver, states : I came on duty on the 
3rd January at 6.24 a m .  to v o r k  till 2 p m .  l 
came off duty on the previous day at 10.1 5 p.m. I 
was in charge of the engine of the 9.40 %.m. 
passenger train from Brighton to Tunbridge Tel ls .  
My engine was a four whcels-coupled tank 
engine with a pair of trailing wheels. It vits 
f i t t ~ d  with lhe Westinqhouse automatic brake 
working blocks on all wheels and with a hand 
brake working the sAme blocks. The brakes 
were in  good order. We loft Brighton punctually 
at  9.40 a.m. and stopped at Buxted at  the umal 
time ; we had no special trouble with the engine 
up to the time n7e reached Bnxted. The road 
was in a very greasy state and we had had a little 
tronble from slipping. Shortly after leaving 
Euxted a right hand link on my engine broke. 
Directly I found there was something wrong I 
brought uly engine to a stand. I then got down 
from the engine to ascertain what had happened 
a ~ d  found that my engine v a s  unable to go on. 
1 told the guard that we were broken down and 
that we shunltl have to stay there until we got 
another engine and told him to carry out his rules. 

I made out a wrong line order form and gave it 
to my mate. I told him to take it to the station 
master at Crowhorongh and ask him to allow thv 
assistant engine to come down. At the mm(* 
time I g m e  him two detonators to put down 011 
the line. The fireman proceeded on to Crow- 
borough. I then set to work to get my engine 
ready to be hauled along the line. I t  was almit 
10.40 a.m: .when my engine broke down. TII~I 
first I knew of the light enyine coming to m? 
relief was hearing two detonators explode. rtv- 
vjous to hearing the detonators go off I had 
walked forward myself and pat down twc~ 
detonators about 150 yards ahead of my engiiw, 
and after putting these detonators clown I wthnt 
back again to my engine. After hearing tlw 
detonators explode I went forward again in  ortlt*r 
to give the driver of the approaching engino n 
signal. I went forward up to near where I hwl 
preriously placed the detonators. The lirlit 
engine arrived and ran over the detonators vs- 
ploding them anti ran past me. The speed of tlw 
engine when i t  passed me was I estimate betwrvn 
15 and 20 miles an hoar. The driver of it 
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since May, 1908. About 11 a m .  on the 3rd January 
I received information that t8he train was broken 
down between Buxted and Crowborough and 
t,hat assistance ~vould be needed. I at once 
telegraphed and telephoi~ed to Tunbridge Wells 
for t,l:e assistance of an engine. I then went into 
the signa1,box and spoke to the guard on the 
telephone. ' b e  fireman t'llen arrived at Crow- 
borough and showed me a wrong line order form. 
Subsequently che light engine arrived ; i t  the 
station and I proceeded 011 it to the scr:nt: of the 
accident. I heard the fireman of the dis,~bleil 
traiu giving iuformation to the driver of the light 
engine as to where the disabled train was, and P 
heard mention made of the second viaduct. 
There seemed to be no misunderstanding between 
the two men as to where the clisablecl traic was 
Soon after passing through tBhe tunnel I heard one 
or two detonators explode. At that time the light 
engine was tr'lvelling at about 15 miles an honr. 
I do not t,hin?t that steam was used after the first 
detonators wcnt off. To the best of my recollec- 
tion no more detonators exploded until we got 
quite close to thc train and then anor'her ilet'onator 
exploded. My impression is t,hat we sighted 
the disabled train before the ~ieconct cletoilat,or 
went off. The light engine was then rannirrg 
at I should thiuk from 10 to 15 miiw an 
hour. The clrivcr. at  once applied the Testing- 
house lrrake harder-I tllillk it was already 
on at t,he time. I was snrpristd at Liniliug 
the dimbled train where it was. I do not know 
what the fireman of the disabled train was doing 
at the time we were approaching. The speed of 
the engine dicl not appear to decreasz after lha  
brake was applied. The rails were very greasy 
indeed. Before leaving Crowborough I told t'he 
driver to proceed with caution isis I uilderstood 
there were some people walking up the line. A 
good look-out was kept all the t,inle. I carm(\t say 
how far we were from the disabled train when I 
first sighted it. I am not quite clear as to what 
conversation actually took place between the 
driver and t,he fireman as to the posilion of the 
disabled train, but the in~preissiou on my nliucl 
was that the disabled train was near the second 
viaduct. 

&l/ert Suter, guard, states : I have been abut 
28 years in the service of the Comlxtny, during 2 1  
of which I have bee11 employed as guard. 011 the 
3rd January I was guard of the 9.40 &.m. train 
from Brighton to Tunbrldqe Wells (dow~l  train). 
My train consisted of the following vehicles 
attached to the engine in  the order given :- 

Two third-clam bogies (eight wheels), 
One third-class brake bogie (eight wheels), 
Two composite bogies (eight wheels), 
One third-class brake bogie (eight wheels). 

All the vehicles were fitted with t'he Westing- 
house autornat,ic brake working blocks on a11 the 
whttels. All t8he brakes appeared to be :icting 
well. The fiwt I knew of allything going wrong 
wit,h t,he engine of my train was the train coming 
to a stand. I got out of my van and went up to 
the e,ngine and the driver told me that hie engine 
was broken down and that he would have to have 
assistance. I then told him to send his fireman 
with a wrong line order and he did so. I t'hi.11 
proceeded to the rear of my train to prutect it. I 
then proceeded back to Buxted in order to wire 
for an engine from Tunbridge Wells. On arrival 
at  Buxtecl, I wired from the signal-box as well as 
fro'm the booking ofFice for assistance, and I also 
caliecl u p  +he  signainmn at' Urowborougli on t,lle 
telephone and told him our position, I also c:~lleil 
up the statit~nmaster in clrder to remind him about 
the catch points at  Crowborough. I then returned 

collision occurred. At the moment I wav clnir 
by ihe engine and I actually saw the coilision 
occur. Just as I arrivtxl by my engine the lig:~t 
engine was coming inlo sight. When I fimt 
sighted the light engine t'here was nothing to 
nmke me auticipate that there w a j  likely to lr:: in1 

accident. When the lighe engine was in  sight I 
noticed ihat thc driver applied the brakeg. 'I'Ivu 
wheels appeared at once to skid and the enyir~o 
appeared to be approaching faster than it w:w 
before. I estilnat,e the speed at  the t,inle of i.11~ 
collision at from 10 to 12 miles an hour. As h r  
as I could sco the engine staff' appeared to iw  
making every endettvour to stop their engine. 

Hozry J. Omson st,ates : 1 have been in thn 
service of the Com:moy about l1 years, and haw 
been a Grt'1m11 about seven years. On the 3rd 
January I was working with driver S. Smithland 
I was working the samc hours as he was. I W:IS 
with him on the engine of t'he 9.40 a m .  passengw 
train from Brighton to Tunbridge Wdlls. 1 
remember our train stopping at Bust'ed. Up to 
that lime we hail only had a little trouble wit\\ 
the engine, owiug to it slipping on the gpt!a)c? 
road. Shortly after leaving Ijuxted a link on till4 
ellginc broke. We came to a stand as qnicltly iui 

possible, and found ont what was broken. l 
aslretl my mate for a wrong line form, which WHH 
filled in, and I st~trted for Ckowborough with two 
detonators in my hand. I have beeu on the liuo 
between l<uxt,ed and Crowborough several times. 
and am fairly acquainted with it. I know they(* 
are two viitilucts between Buxted and Crow- 
borongh, t,hough I do not know the names of 
them. Lt'he~i the engine came to a stallcl we hid 
passed the first viaduct. from Huxted ; I think it 
was at a distance of 500 or 6OC) yards from this 
viaduct. I walked on towards Crowborougll 
Station, and when I was about 100 yards from 
the tunnel I put down the two detonators on the 
line. After 1 got through the tunnel I saw that, 
t,he catch point's were being protected in the 
proper way. I saw that there was a man there to 
atlend to the points, so that the relief engine 
could proceed on the down line. .[ then went 011 
to the Crowborough signal-box anti showed the' 
wrong lille order form to the signalman, and he 
told me to see the stationmaster. I then went to 
see the st,ationmasber, who was on the platform 
coming clown to meet me. He  seemed to know 
all about the breakdown, having beeu in com- 
~ ~ ~ u n i c a t i o n  wilh the g w r d  from Ruxted. I then 
waited at Crowborough until the engine arrived 
from Tunbridge Wells. When the engine arrived 
the stntionmsster s h o w d  driver Hartridge the 
wrong line order form. The engine then crossed 
over on to the down line. As soon as the engine 
arrived I had gone on to the footplate, and I waa 
on the engine when it crossed over on to the 
down line. As soon as I got on the engine driver 
Hartridge asked me where the disabled train was 
sitnared. I told him that we were t8his side of 
the first viaduct from Buxtecl. As soon as we 
started driver Hartridge aslied mc: to fire the 
engine, and when we had got a lit'tle way he mid 

Do you mean Greanhurst Viaduct ? " 1 said I 
did not know the name or" t'he viaduct', but that it 
was the firat one Crom Huxted. I am quite 
positive that I dicl not tell driver Hart]ridge that 
he mould find t ' l~e  disabled engine dose t30 the 
seconcl viaduct ; I only said that he would find it 
this side of it. 1 continued firing the engine for 
a conaiderable distnnce clown. Soon after we 
came out of the taunel, ancl while l was still 
firiag, we ran ov0r two cletouators. These were 
the two which l had pat clown. On running 
over these dcrtonatur;j the speed of the engine wall 
checked very slightly. At the time the enxine - 

to my traih and reached it just about the time the ran over the"detonators its speed was from TO to 
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