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61 Member Associations
10,000 individual members globally

(Cameroon)

Croatian Association of Science Writers

About 200 countries at the UN



2018 – Recruitment of a new Executive Director

Mandate

• Make the WFSJ sustainable…..

• Make the WFSJ more professional in every way

Christophe Bourillon

• Not a Science Journalist!

• Leading, managing and turning-around international associations

• Wind Europe, European Biofuels Association, World Nuclear Association

• 15 year participant in the negotiations of the UN Convention on on Climate 
Change.



OUR VISION & MISSION
VISION
- We believe that science journalism will help make science accountable.
MISSION
- Advance science journalism as a bridge between science, scientists and the public.
- Promote the role of science journalists as key players in civil society and democracy.
- Improve the quality of science reporting, promote standards and support science 

journalists globally.

NEW STRATEGY
• Continue capacity-building for SJ but, additional activity: stakeholder engagement on the 

Realities of being a Science Journalist (United Nations, European Institutions, Inter-
governmental Orgs.)

• Ultimate objective: 
• Raising awareness of the realities of Science Journalists (vs “cellphone”)
• Helping create the economic conditions for more work for Science Journalists

• New membership category? (corporate members: news media organisations (no voting 
rights)



ACTIVITIES BETWEEN JANUARY-SEPTEMBER 2018



EVENTS

• Data Journalism

• Protecting Data Sources & Personal Data

• Fact-checking & Fighting Misinformation

• A.I. & Science Journalism

February 2018

Technology & Truths and how to ethically harness 
the potential of open source data and avoid fake 
news.



EVENTS

An Educational Webinar Series from Wiley for Journalists

• Webinar #1: Power of the Media – How to Translate Cochrane Health Evidence to Inform the 
Public - Tuesday 22 May

• Webinar #2: Tackling Ebola: The latest facts and figures on this infectious disease including 
news about vaccines - Tuesday 24 July

• Webinar #3: New HIV and AIDS evidence that journalists should know - Tuesday 25 
September

• Webinar #4: Artificial Intelligence challenges and its potential for science journalism -
Tuesday 27 November 

Started May 2018



PARTNERSHIP

L’Oréal-UNESCO for Women in 
Science
20th Anniversary Publication
• Major discoveries done by L’Oréal 

laureates in the physical sciences over 20 
years (1998-2018)

• Canadian journalist, Susan Usher, contributed 
for WFSJ to a comprehensive overview with 
20 women scientists.  

March 2018



Constructing	the	
Future	of	Science	

Journalism	in	Europe

• Toulouse,	July	9,	2018
• 28	journalists	reflected	and	exchanged	on	
digital	formats	and	collaboration	as	means	to	
build	compelling	science	stories	for	the	public
• Partners:	Kavli Foundation	and	Lookout	
Station	



THE FIVE WINNING JOURNALISTS

• Angela Posadas Swafford – Colombia
• Ling Xin – China
• Iván Carillo – México
• Sibusiso Biyela – South Africa
• Simon Pleasants – Australia/Japan

KAVLI PRIZE SCHOLARS 

• Five science journalists attended the Kavli Prize award ceremony in Oslo (1-6 
September 2018)

• 48 applications received from 29 countries
• Jury members: Wolfgang Goede and Federico Kukso
• Organized in partnership with the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters



• July @ESOF 2018: Board Members meet face to face –
July 9 in Toulouse and the AGM Toulouse - July 10. 

Fall:

• SJCOOP review: trainees Survey in Fr and EN and data 
analysis. Report to be published in 2019.
• KS5 : invites and program development with KS5 

Advisory Committee. Linkages with European 
journalists.

• UKRI training Selection process: Africans journalists, 
March 2019, Harwell, UK.

• September : The new Executive Director, Christophe 
Bourillon, in office

More Events // 2018



ACTIVITIES SINCE SEPTEMBER 2018 – 1/3

• September to December 2018

• Audit of the Federation (membership, staff, workings, procedures, etc)

• Secretariat disconnected from the members (“office knows better… »

• Secretariat… (files, workings, procedues

• Strategy/Recommendation : 

• “COMING OF AGE - The WFSJ as the forum for, and the voice of, science journalists”

• Secretariat: “Giving the Federation back to the members..”

• Finances

• Presentation of the 2018 Audited accounts









Audited Accounts 2018

• Conclusion: WFSJ financially sound but living off the tail end of past projects

• Need to generate revenues

• Adoption of the Audited Accounts

• Appointment of the Auditors for 2019



ACTIVITIES SINCE SEPTEMBER 2018 – 2/3

• Office clean-up & cost reduction

• organisation (administration, procedures, filling)

• Closure of physical office (registered office) 

• Staffing: Reduced secretariat, increased work with SJ members

• Projects

• Kavli Symposium Washington DC (Feb.19)

• UKRI capacity-building for SJ from Africa (Mar.19): 180 applicants/20 selected



ACTIVITIES SINCE SEPTEMBER 2018 – 3/3
• Membership: need to meet / different interactions (WFSJ/Members vs. Members to 

Member 

• 5 year plan of conferences & events

• Web based forum (SLIDE); new website

• New members: WFSJ in 50 countries, close to 200 members at the UN……

• New members categories (WFSJ still driven by SJ)? (corporate, science based orgs, 
individual SJ, etc.) 

• WFSJ Regional Committee of Advisors/Experts

• Projects 

• SJCOOP for ther 21st Century

• Kavli Foundation

• Stakeholder engagement

• Application of Consultative Status with the UNITED NATIONS ECOSOC completed

• European Address  (RESOLUTION) 

• Charter for engagement with third parties including donors (RESOLUTION





2019 AGM Board proposed Resolutions 

RESOLUTION

Christophe Bourillon, the Executive Director of the World Federation of Science 
Journalists, is authorized to open a WFSJ address in Europe, to allow the Federation to 
be a full partner on projects funded by the European Commission. It is understood that 
the Registered office of the WFSJ remains in Canada.  



Proposed Charter on Third Party engagement











2019 AGM Board proposed Resolutions 

RESOLUTION

The General Assembly adopts the “Charter for Relationships with other Organizations 
including Donors” as presented by Christophe Bourillon, the Executive Director of the 
World Federation of Science Journalists.


