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OUR VISION & MISSION

MISSION

• Advance science journalism as a bridge between science, scientists and
the public.

• Promote the role of science journalists as key players in civil society and
democracy.

• Improve the quality of science reporting, promote standards and support
science journalists globally.

VISION

• We believe that science journalism will help make science accountable.



MEET THE WFSJ BOARD



59 Member Associations
10,000 Science Journalists Globally



SUPPORTING OUR MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS
• Guinean Member Association receives $ 350 CAD in financial support to build a new website. 

• Twitter for a Week (June - July 2017) with tweets from USA, Montenegro and UK Member Associations

• Free access to Wiley Online Library with  1,600+ journals for all our Member Associations and their own members. 

• Launch in 2018 of a set of free online webinars with Wiley on Infectious diseases, Data & Technology, Life Sciences, etc.

• Free access to Taylor & Francis science journals with a 10 article press pass – To come in May 2018

NEW MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS 2017
• Mexico: The Mexican Network of Science Journalists (redMPC)

• Nepal: Nepal Forum of Science Journalists (NFSJ)

• Croatia: Croatian Association of Science Writers (CASW)

• Guinée: Association des Journalistes Scientifiques de Guinée (AJSG)

• Ghana: Medical Journalists’ Association Ghana (MJAG)



ONLINE RESOURCES

Toolkit on Dementia for journalists

• Allows journalists to cover dementia with knowledge 
of the facts 

• Toolbox has a special section on covering dementia 
in Sub-Saharan Africa

• Partners: World Dementia Council & WYLD Network
• wfsj.org/dementia/ 

Toolkit on Nuclear Safety for journalists

• Understanding the facts behind nuclear Safety 
• Key information on basic concepts events and 

controversies
• Contacts of European Nuclear Safety Experts
• Partner: ENEN Association
• wfsj.org/nuclear/ 



Health Toolbox for African journalists

• Connecting African journalists with local infectious 
disease experts 

• Fact sheets on 12 infectious diseases such as Ebola, 
yellow fever, malaria, tuberculosis, dengue, measles, 
etc. 

• Partner: IDRC
• healthtoolbox.wfsj.org/ 

SciJo an interactive online game

• Allow players to test and review their health 
journalism skills and basic knowledge of concepts 
related to disease outbreaks

• Partner: IDRC
• healthtoolbox.wfsj.org/game_scijo/

ONLINE RESOURCES



ONLINE RESOURCES

MOOC on Science Controversies: 
The Case of Vaccines

• How can journalists search for the most credible 
institution, scientific journal, scientific paper and 
scientists?

• 300 persons participated
• Partners: Concordia University & Université Laval

Hepatitis C. A Worldwide Health Story

• Translation into French of our online toolkit on 
hepatitis C by journalists for journalists to expose 
the complex issues thwarting prevention and 
treatment of this disease. 

• Partners: Agence autonome de l’Inserm (ANRS)



RESEARCH
Publication of report on 
How Did African Journalists Experience the Ebola Crisis?

Aim: To better understand the barriers and success factors 
experienced by journalists covering disease outbreak 
situations. 

Research included:

• Qualitative survey & interviews
• Content based on survey done among 130 plus French 

and English journalists, communicators, and other 
stakeholders involved  

• Report reveals that African journalists lacked credible 
information on infectious diseases during the 2014 Ebola 
crisis in West Africa. 

Partners: IDRC & the Department of Journalism at Concordia 
University 





EVENTS

Digital Platform Meeting on the Health 
Information Crisis 

• Get a better understanding on how public health 
organisations can contribute to alleviate health 
information crises. 

• The meeting confirmed that many journalists all 
over the World lack the time to learn to use existing 
health data sets. 

• Solution: building a digital support for science 
journalists making sense of science information in 
Africa. 

8th World Science Forum  
Jordan, 7-11 November, 2017

• WFSJ is on selection committee for Travel & 
Accommodation Grant Scheme for 25 
Journalists to attend the 8th WSF in Jordan. 

• 300 plus applications received



PARTNERSHIP

L’Oréal-UNESCO for Women in Science
20th Anniversary Publication
• Major discoveries done by L’Oréal laureates in the 

physical sciences over 20 years (1998-2018)

• Canadian journalist, Susan Usher, contributed for 
WFSJ to a comprehensive overview with 20 women 
scientists.  



WCSJ2017 /// OVERALL ACHIEVEMENTS

1,400 science journalists and science writers from more than 70 countries

8 keynote addresses from headliners from science, government and philanthropy 

7 themes with 61 plenaries and breakout sessions featuring a diverse array of 283 speakers

4 workshops on developing professional skills for better reporting on science & technology

76 travel fellowships to support international colleagues to attend the World Conference

22 student Journalism fellows from 13 nations who created a set of 52 online stories 

60 lunches with a Scientist and lab tours at UC Berkeley and UC San Francisco

18 session videos created especially for post-conference viewing + 6 translations of videos

36 exhibitors at the conference venue’s exhibition hall

15 post-conference field trips



WCSJ2017 /// WFSJ WORKSHOPS

Workshop on Feeding the World: 
Achieving Sustainable Agriculture

Workshop on Emerging Infectious Diseases: 
Post Zika in Latin America and Caribbean

• To acquire basic knowledge about food security 
innovation

• Trainer: Harry Surjadi, director of Society of 
Indonesian Science Journalists

• Partner:  The Research Councils UK (RCUK)

• Addressing controversies in the effects of an unknown 
virus, such as Zika in LAC

• Trainer: Nora Bär of La Nación and president of the 
Argentinian Network of Science Journalism (RADPC)

• Partner:  The Research Councils UK (RCUK)



THE WFSJ IN NUMBERS /// 2017

4 200 
Twitter Followers

2 200
Facebook Followers

10
Newsletters

60 000
Tweet Impressions Monthly

48 000
Unique Website Page Views

15 600
New Website Users

73
Blog Articles 

59
Member Associations

10 000
Science Journalists Globally



WFSJ.org

@WFSJ World Federation of
Science Journalists


