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Former Prime mm.ster Buang Thamrong N&wg.saw&t had tea w:.'bh us yesterday.
ing the pa.st

ta be cu‘h mf poll‘t-;:.cs. ,
de vreaort, in the next few

: peaklng ef; e future
he said he was certain in h', own mind bk
way chemged, that the Field Marshal ‘w
he unquestionably desired to become P @it -
Themrong said it was his belief that the Field ‘Mearshal
and seek t@ aehwve h:ts ambltlems by Parllamentaf V. m

veaed m @ot@bbr of 'bh:.s Y ar. ) Lusmg, Thamrong also : be
as a very forceful persont Lity and a person of aumuming amb;
seemed to think thet she was pressing the Field Mershal to *bake control

. of ‘the coxmtry.
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Referring to hz,mse}. £, Lueng Themrong said he had no intention of
injecting himself into the present political situstion. He sald he thought
it was in the best interests of the country thet Khueng and his government
should be given an opportunity to show what they could do end that there-
fore he had turned a deaf ear to numerous overtures made to him by so- =
called opposition groups in Parlisment. He said that while the eppos:.ti'
in the Lower House was by no means well orgenized and did not represent ay ‘
unitad graup in view, cf d:.vargent personal and p011t10a1 1ntentions, nem-— Bt oKy
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be sure of I‘arhamen’cary support was by buying such support. He added he
knew Khuang would have preeisely the same difficulty. By way of illus-
trating his point, Themrong mentioned the fact that he had been approached
within the pasf; week by five members of Khuang's Democrat Par'by who were
willing to glve him political support for a price.

In discussing the question of the late King's dea.th, Thamrong said
he did not know WhetheT This tragi® incldent would ever be cleared upe
He said speaking quite confidentislly the evidence which was acctmulateé /y A A
while he was Prime Minister tended te im 'Wpllcate the present young King, hadiabs
but that he would never h&ve dared to hint by any official aetion that
such was the case. He asserted that Nai Pridi had found himself in &
similar predlcament a.nd scoffed at the ides that Pridi might be impli-

cat@d in any WY . Lm wh,at he thouéht the eensequenees might
jould b : s | ived, He'
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mmd by a Qgr}.ed of ecanf‘usia "
‘ t was next in line, but because Chumphot

his Wife were unpap 4 WHETHST he would ever actually
ascemd the Throne. He added that next in lnae to Prince Chumphot wes
PI:I!&@@ ‘Phenuphan, who he said was equally unpopular. He said that this
question of personalities complicated the situation and was most wnfor-
tunats inasmuch as he felt $iam could not dispense with the menarehy,
which re@resented a sta.%n.lxnng 1nf1uenceo

I asked Luang Thamrcmg Whether he 'ﬁhmagﬁt there was amy basis for

another coup d'etat. He replmd he h&d heard 'bhat General Luang Kdun

was busy attempting to arrange a coup which would place him in power,
However, he said he did not believe that Lueng Adun had any very sub-
stantial backing either among p@litieians or the military. As regards
‘the young military group which executed the coup d'etat of November 8,

he said they were restive but might be placated by being given promo-
tioms or government positions of some importence. He said nevertheless
ell these groups,including the Field Mershal, were in his opinion

merely merking time and that there would be regroupings of these poli-
tieal and mildtary forces -in the next few-months, ~I asked Lusng

Thamrong point black whether he hadgiven eny comsideration to jeining
foreces with Phibun. He replied emphatically that he would net work
together with the Field Marshal. Nevertheless I gathered from Luang
Thamrong's statements that he too was biding his time and waiting for

the politieal wheel to make still another turn. I took occasion to

stress that these constant political changes did the coumtry no good

and thet given relative political stability there was no reason why

Siam should not meke ;rapid progress toward a return to normalecy. Thamrong
agreed with me that Siam's prospects are bri ght and added with a touch of
humor that all that is necessary is to rid the country of the peliticians,

2122

800, B.F.S8,

EFstanton/gc L
Original and ozalid to the Department



